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MEDIA REVIEW




	Concept


	To review a book, film, play, TV program or video with critical appreciation. 



	Aim
	To persuade audience to your point of view.     

To become a more discerning reader, viewer or listener.



	How it works
	Pre-meeting

1. Choose your media item carefully and write down salient points. 

2. Ask yourself – Did I enjoy this? Dislike it? Why?

3. Gather evidence to support your opinion. 

	Tips
	· You could give handouts of this page

	Possible Topics – The Review
	The introduction must identify your chosen media and state your opinion of it in a positive manner. Offer a short persuasive statement as to why others should read/see it and enjoy it.

The body will offer evidence to support your opinion. State the significance of the outstanding feature for you. Was the hero/heroine believable? Why? How did the characters develop? 

Did they relate well to one another. How was this achieved? 

Did any of the characters arouse your feelings? 

Did you like the writing style or direction of the play? 

Give reasons for your enjoyment of the work. 

Make a logical progression to your thoughts, linking them together.

Be concise, be purposeful in construction of your speech.  

The conclusion should reiterate points made – drive home your message in a persuasive style. Name the publisher, where to buy it, cost, availability at a library.

What If You Didn’t Like It?  Although the above advice supposes a favourable review, don’t be afraid to present a negative review if something really annoys you or fails in its purpose. You can use all of the above ideas just as well to point out why the piece was not successful in your opinion. State your criticism and suggestions for improvement – give reasons.  This is probably a greater challenge than sharing your enjoyment with an audience.

	Pitfalls 
	· Never tell the story. Just a bare outline is sufficient

· Watch time. Don’t go into details.

· Hone in on 1 or 2 aspects which appeal to you.

	Contact Person
	Chermside  

	Your ideas for improvement
	Once you have used this technique jot down your ideas for improvement

· ……………………………………………………………………………….

· ……………………………………………………………………………….

· ……………………………………………………………………………….
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