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PARACHUTE DEBATE



	Concept


	      Persuasive speaking
 

	Aim
	· To speak passionately on why you should be the one to have the parachute and be saved.


	How it works
	Instructions to the group – 
· Facilitator outlines the scene – plane about to crash and only one parachute available.

· Passengers (5 or 6 is a good number) are instructed to show why they should be saved – one to two minutes prepared speech.
· Facilitator chooses a winner and gives them the “parachute”.
Where it occurs in the meeting –  anywhere to suit


	Tips
	· Scene can be set up – chairs in rows, pilot at the front.
· Passengers can act out the bumpy conditions.

· Good to have an item resembling a parachute.

· Passengers need to speak (and act if appropriate) with emotion and impact.

· Can be done as impromptu with an imaginary stage set.

	Pitfalls 
	· Don’t make it too structured – speakers need the freedom to show emotion – fear, anger, disregard for others, “it’s mine” etc

	Possible Topics
	· Variations could be a rocket ship with one seat left or a world cruise with one room left. 

	Contact Person
	 Bayside Forum  - Elaine West 

 Phone: 3824 8659 Email: west.mel@bigpond.com


	Your ideas for improvement
	Once you have used this technique jot down your ideas for improvement

· ……………………………………………………………………………….

· ……………………………………………………………………………….

· ……………………………………………………………………………….
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