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SPEAKING IN PAIRS – CONTROVERSIALLY 



	Concept


	Speaking in Pairs to controversial topics with audience response

	Aim
	· For 2 pairs to work separately from each other on 2 different topics: to give audience involvement and stimulation.


	How it works
	Pre-meeting:

Each pair chooses a controversial title so that one view opposes the other – 4 minutes each speaker. The audience can then voice their view and finally the 2 speakers can defend their views. The second pair then presents their topic in the same manner.

Instructions to the group:

Audience instructed to listen to both speakers and then express their views.
Where it occurs in the meeting:

In the main speaking session.


	Tips
	· Allow as much time for this exercise as possible. Each of the 4 speakers has 4 minutes to speak; the audience response is 5-6 minutes in total each time. 


	Pitfalls 
	· Timing must be disciplined

	Possible Topics
	· “Have computers changed our lives for better or worse?”
· “Should people over 80 renounce their driving licences?”



	Contact Person
	 Chermside Forum  Frances Clark 

 Phone: 3262 1017 Email: franclark@optusnet.com.au


	Your ideas for improvement
	Once you have used this technique jot down your ideas for improvement

· ……………………………………………………………………………….

· ……………………………………………………………………………….

· ……………………………………………………………………………….
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