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IDIOMS & EPONYMS


	Concept


	Understanding the origins and use of common figures of speech – idioms and eponyms - in our everyday Australian language 

	Aim
	· To provide a short, easy and light-hearted speaking challenge for even our newest members
· To appreciate the use of idioms and eponyms in our everyday speech

· To research the meanings and origins of these two figures of speech
Definitions:

Idioms. An Australian idiom is an everyday figure of speech in which the words refer to something other than the underlying of literal meaning. Example As fit as a mallee bull refers to someone who is extremely fit and healthy. A mallee bull lives in poor, dry country where small, scrubby eucalypts or mallee grow. Any creature to survive in such difficult conditions would need to be tough. Eg “After forty push-ups every morning, Marie, you’ll be as it as a mallee bull”.

Eponyms. An eponym is a term used when a real or fictitious person’s name give rise to the name of something else. Example A Jacky Howe singlet, often navy in colour, worn especially by shearers and rural workers, was name after Jacky Howe who was a champion Queensland shearer in the 1890s.

	How it works
	Pre-meeting Instructions to the group

· Members are asked to prepare one idiom and one eponym for presentation at a general meeting as a short speaking point

· Only one speaker presents the idiom and eponym for the day at each general meeting

· Time allowance for this speaking point is from 2 to 3 minutes.

· Speakers are encouraged to research both the meaning and origin of the idiom and eponym

Where it occurs in the meeting

· Excellent introduction to a meeting’s speaking program

· It works well as a regular item each meeting during one session

	Tips
	· Encourage speakers to show research (a book) or cite research sources
· There are dictionaries of idioms and eponyms

· Don’t overlook the children’s section in the library for examples of these figures of speech

· The internet has a multitude of both

	Pitfalls 
	· Make sure you explain it well each time – especially when visitors are present and don’t know what an idiom or eponym is

	Possible Topics
	· 

	Contact Person
	Cleveland Forum - Pam Tranter



Ph: 3206 0757    tranterp@iprimus.com.au 

	Your ideas for improvement
	Once you have used this technique jot down your ideas for improvement

· ……………………………………………………………………………….
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