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IMPROMPTU SPEAKING


	Concept


	To teach members how to give a well structured impromptu speech within a specified time limit

	Aim
	· To develop the ability to think quickly and logically especially when faced with the unexpected
· To use brief remarks with expressive vocabulary

	How it works
	Pre-meeting Instructions to Group
· This can be handled by the Chairman presenting an interesting topic and asking for responses for a given time, eg 1,2 or 3 minutes only
· Alternatively, this can be done as a “Talking Point” which is also listed as an item in this GIF.

 Where it occurs in the meeting

· Wherever it suits your agenda

	Tips
	· Firmly give the time allowed and explain if speakers will have a warning bell or only a final bell
· Give clear guidelines, eg on opinion, persuasive, descriptive etc

· Explain a formula if being used eg PREP( Judith Dwyer, The Business Communication Handbook 2nd ed Prentice Hall 1990       pg 294)

                     P point       - immediately get to the point
                     R reason    - give a plausible reason
                     E example  - give interesting example
                     P point        - hammer home the message

	Pitfalls 
	· Wasting time getting to the point
· Allowing your emotions for the subject to take you over

· If you have too much information, select a couple of strong examples

· Wandering off the subject

	Possible Topics
	· The list is endless ( see Talking Point also)
· Computer games are a waste of time

· The best sport is...
· Joint the library

· Road Rage

· Topics around a theme e.g pets, Christmas, holidays, TV, education, health, government, food, movies etc.

· Current affairs – opinions for or against controversial issues

	Contact Person
	 Palm Beach –Currumbin Christine Jamieson 
Phone 5598 3870 Email cmjamieson@iprimus.com.au
Cleveland & Springwood Forum - Pam Tranter



Ph: 3206 0757    tranterp@iprimus.com.au 

	Your ideas for improvement
	Once you have used this technique jot down your ideas for improvement

· ……………………………………………………………………………….

· ……………………………………………………………………………….
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